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ENROLLED, An Act,

Te amend Sections 22-9a-17, 30-1-5, 3C-1-12, anc
30-1-16 of the Cocde of Alabama 1973, tc &abclish the
requirement that a marriage license be izsued by the adas
probate and replace existing state statutoery marriage law;
provide that a marriage would pe entered into by two partie
to previde that the judge cf probate would record <ach
marriage presented tc the prcbate court feor recording and

would forward the document te the Cffice cof Vital Statistic

tc provide for the centent cf a prceperly fermed marriage; a

to repeal Sections 30-1-9, 30-1-10, 30-1-11, 3C0-1-13, and
30-1-14 of the Code c¢f Alabama 1975.
RE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Sections 22-9a-17, 30-1-5, 30-1-12, an

Secticn 1.

«

20-1-16 of the Code ¢ Alabama 1975, are amended Lo read a3
fellows:
wo22-9a-17.
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"(a) Two persons desiring to unite in marriage may

do so by submitting the affidavits, forms, and data specified

in Secticn 30-1-5 and Secticn 2 of the act amending this

sacticn for recording with the office ¢of the ‘udae ¢f prcbacte.

The recording cf the affidavics, form and data =3taplishes

&]
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the date the
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segal recognition ¢f the marriage a

affidavits and formg were preverly signed by the twc vart .es

so long as such documentation wWas nroviced to the prokats

cffice within 30 days of the signatures of the parties. Each

I

marriage filed with the orobate cfiice shall be filed and

~istics.

W

registered with the Office cf Vital St
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"(h) The cffice cof the judge cf probate shaii

age vresanted tc the
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record, in a permanent recorc, each

probate office fcr filing sc lgng as the affidavits, ferms,

and data are submitted as recuired by this act, anc shall

forward each marriage filed with the probate cffice during the

preceding calendar month teo the Office of vital 3tatistics on

or pefore the fifth day of the fclleowing calendar month.

"230-1-5.
"If t#r@ a person intending to marry is at l=ast 15

yvears of age and under 18 yesars of age and has nct had a
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of a parent or guardian of the mincr to the marriage snal: De
required. Evidence of consent shall be in the fcorm of an
affidavit signed by a parent or quardian, nctarized, and filed

with the prcbate court.

*i30-1-1z.

"The judge of prcbate must keep 2 kcek, in which

shall be registered all TicensesTssuwed fry—trirart—wirtohr—shet s
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erdence—ot—the facts marriages filed in the office. The iudqe

of probate shall reccrd, in & permanent recorad, all marriajes

oresented to the probate ccurt and shal. forward the origingl

documentation te the Office cof Vital Statistics in ceeordanc
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with Section 22-92-17
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“In all marriages where a vital records error has

been made, the parties to the marriage may file amended

(1]

affidavits, forms, and data with the judge of prcbate. The fe

{|

for filing amendecd affidavits, forms, and data shall be the

same as for an original filing. The amenced affidavits, forms,

and data shall state that they are amended and shall refsrence

the date in which the criginal affidavits, fcrms, and data

were filed. The judge of prebate shall record the amended

affidavits, fcrms, and data if acre=d to by the parties and

O
rt

ffice ci

G
(9]

shall fcrward a one page decree cf correcticon to the

O
J
D
Q]

&Y

,

Vital Statistics. If the parties cannot agree con the

decree of correction either party may file an actien in

circuit court toc ceorrect the error.

Secticn 2. (a) On the effective date cf this act anc
thereafter, the cnly reguirement for a2 marriage in this state
shall be fcor partiesz who are otherwise legally authcrized tco
be married t¢ enter inteo a marriage as provided in this

11 ccntinue tc

[\

secticn. However, the judge of probate sh

Page 6
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collect the recording fee previded for in subdivisicn (32) of

=
©
~-
o2
o

ith the judge of prcbate. Furthermcre, at the tim
marriage is recorded, the judge cf probate shall alsoc cco.ec
the fee provided feor in Section 30-6-11 to be distributsd as
provided in that section.

(b) The marriage decument required to ke executed by
the parties shall centain informaticn te identify the parties
as set forth in Secticn 22-%z-6, Ccde of Alabama 1975, as well
as the following minimum infcrmation:

(1) The full legal names cf bocth <f the partizs.

(2) A notarized affidavit from 2ach party declaring
all cf the fcllewing:

a. The affiant is not currently married.

b.l1. The affiant is at least 15 yecars cf age; or

2. The affiant is at least 16 and under & years of
age and has the cconsent ¢f a parent or guardian.

c. The affiant is legally competent Lo enter inta 2
marriage.

d. The parties are nct related by blcod cor adopticon

tn

sucn that the marriage would violate Section 132-12-3, C=zde ¢
Alabama 1975.

e. The affiant is entering intc the marriage

-

voluntarily and of his or her cwn Ifree will and nct under

duress cr undue influence.
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(3) The signalures of the parties.

(¢c) A marriage conferming tc the reguirements cf
this section shall be valid cn the date the marrliage is
executed by kcth parties, prcvidsd the affidavits, forms, and
dara are reccrded in the cffice of the judge cf probate within
30 days of the date <f the last party's signature in
sccordance with Secticn 22-92-17 of the Ccde of Alabama 19

(d) & civil and independent or religicus ceremcny cf
marriage, celebration of marriage, sclemnizaticn cf marriage
or any other cfficiaticn, or acdministraticon c¢f the wows c<f
marriage may be conducted or engaged in by the parties by &n
officiant or cther presiding perscn to be selected by the
perscns entering intc the marriage. The state shall have ng
requirement fcr any ceremeny Cr proceading and whether c¢r nol
a ceremony proceeding is performed or nct perfcrmed shail have
no legal effect cn the validity ¢f the marriage.

() The affidavits, forms, and data shall pe flied
in the cffice ot the judge of prchbate and shall constitute &
legal record ¢f the marriage of the parties. & ccpy of the
form procvided by the Office of Vital Statistics shall ke
transmitted by the cffice cf the judge cf probate tc ‘he
Office of Vital Statistics and made a part cf its record.

(£} This section shall nct affect any cther lejal
aspects of marriage in this state, including, but not limited

to, divorce, spousal support, child custcdy, or child supporc.

Page %
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(g) Rll requirements tc cbtain a marriage licens

(M
o
>

the State of Alabama are hereby abclished and repealed. The
raquirement of a ceremcny of marriage to sclemnize the
marriage is abclished.

(h) The Zlabama Law Institute, a divisicn of the

laboration with the

=

-

Legislative Services Agency, 1n co
Department of Public Health, shall prepare a form to meet the
minimum requirements cf this act.

Section 3. Secticns 30-1-9, 30-1-10, 30-1-1i1,
30-1-13, and 30-1-14 of the Code of Alabama 1975, relating tc
marriage, are repealed.

Section 4. This act shall beccme effective 20 days

follewing its passage and approval by the Geoverncr, or its

otherwise beccming law.

rPage 9
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President and Presiding Cfficer of the Senate

Moo Moo

+ 4 —

Speaker of the House of Representatlves

5869

Senate 21-MAR-19

I hereby certify that the within Act originated in and passe
the Senate.

Patrick Harris,
Secretary.

House cf Representatives
Passed: 23-MAY-19

By: Senatcr Elbrittoen

APPROVED____ 5/3///1
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SENATE ACTION
(Continued)

DATE: 20

INDEFINITELY POSTPONED YEAS NAYS

DATE: 20__

RECONSIDERED YEAS  NAYS
DATE: . | —20_

RE-REFERRED[ ]  RE-COMMITTED.[]
| cOMMITTEE __ R 5

This Bill was referred to. the Standmg Committeev

1 of the Senate on

and was acted upon by such: Commlttee' in

.| session and is by order" of the Committee’ .
returned therefrom with a _tamms_mmn

w/amd(s) w/sub w/eng sub
by a vote of s ‘
yeas _ nays __ :‘ab‘s'tain,: '

this_______dayof 200
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HOUSE ACTION
(Continued)
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